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GGGGGGGGAAAAAAAARRRRRRRRDDDDDDDDEEEEEEEENNNNNNNN        OOOOOOOOFFFFFFFF        TTTTTTTTHHHHHHHHEEEEEEEE        GGGGGGGGOOOOOOOODDDDDDDDSSSSSSSS        
These incredible and beautiful rock structures were put in 
place by some serious geological activity over many years in 
Colorado. I found myself walking in their midst, alone, early 
on a Sunday morning. With only these snow-dusted rock 
formations for company, it occurred to me that the reason 
for the beauty was a combination of two things – a lot of 
time and a lot of pressure. But it was only with these two 
factors that these rocks were transformed from mere slabs of 
stone to something unique and marvellous. I can relate to 
those two influences of time and pressure; I hope and pray 
that these trials will produce in me and in our project the 
same kind of beauty that I encountered that morning in 
Colorado. 
 

IIIIIIIINNNNNNNN        WWWWWWWWIIIIIIIITTTTTTTTHHHHHHHH        TTTTTTTTHHHHHHHHEEEEEEEE        NNNNNNNNEEEEEEEEWWWWWWWW 
A new year has begun since you last heard from me; I will try 
to recount some of the highlights and important news. 
Christmas and New Year were largely uneventful, to be 
honest. And that in itself was refreshing after a quite hectic 
year. I didn’t really go anywhere or do anything too 
remarkable – again, no complaint from me! Worked, rested, 
ate, and basically held the fort for a team in transition.  

LLLLLLLLAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTIIIIIIIINNNNNNNN        SSSSSSSSPPPPPPPPIIIIIIIIRRRRRRRRIIIIIIIITTTTTTTT 
For a couple of months, Operation World had the pleasure 
of welcoming Mathias and Susan Vallve, a young Chilean 
couple who were en route from their home country to 
Albania, where they are now serving with OM. But during 
the brief time that they were with us, they were instrumental 
in research and preparation of the first drafts for all of the 
Latin American countries. We made good progress on this 
region of the world thanks to their hard work and 
professionalism. They also became good friends and were a 
lot of fun to have around. It was sad to see them go, but we 
know that they are in the place of their calling and serving 
God in a context of great spiritual and practical need. 

RRRRRRRREEEEEEEECCCCCCCCAAAAAAAAPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNGGGGGGGG        TTTTTTTTHHHHHHHHEEEEEEEE        RRRRRRRREEEEEEEEGGGGGGGGIIIIIIIIOOOOOOOONNNNNNNN        
It was a fascinating exercise to write up over a dozen 
countries all from one region in rapid succession. In one way, 
they began to blend together, so that in my haziest moments 
Chile became Costa Rica which became Colombia. But what 
this also achieved was that I was able to see some patterns 
emerge across the region. It was sobering to see the challenge 
of crime, poverty, social upheaval and theological error. But 
it was also exciting to see the incredible growth amongst 
evangelicals in almost every Latin American country, as well 
as the increasing maturity of the church as it begins to engage 
society with the gospel in many ways. Latin America is also 
increasingly a mission SENDING region, as growing numbers 
of Latinos head out on mission to the far reaches of the earth. 

        

EEEEEEEEAAAAAAAASSSSSSSSTTTTTTTT        IIIIIIIISSSSSSSS        EEEEEEEEAAAAAAAASSSSSSSSTTTTTTTT,,,,,,,,        AAAAAAAAGGGGGGGGAAAAAAAAIIIIIIIINNNNNNNN                
I was required to travel back to East Asia one more time in 
January. This particular visit was due to responsibilities that I 
have with the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization. 
It has been a privilege to serve as part of this movement. A 
major congress of global evangelicalism is planned for 2010 
and I am involved in some small but significant ways in 
preparing for that event, which will see thousands of 
Christian leaders from every country gather in Capetown, 
South Africa. During this time, I was also able to pop up to 
Penang for a few days. This was the place that I joined the 
Doulos, and it was good fun to return there. But this time I 
was there to meet up with Justin Long, a fellow researcher 
and one of the few guys with whom I can really talk shop. 
And, yet again, I was able to partake in some amazing 
Malaysian food. That always helps make up for the long 
flights and jet lag! 
 

OOOOOOOOTTTTTTTTHHHHHHHHEEEEEEEERRRRRRRR        NNNNNNNNEEEEEEEEWWWWWWWW        AAAAAAAARRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRIIIIIIIIVVVVVVVVAAAAAAAALLLLLLLLSSSSSSSS        
It has been a long time coming. Much prayer and patience 
has been required. Sometimes I wondered if anything was 
ever going to come to pass. But finally, at long long last, we 
have some new arrivals who are around for the long haul. 
Lisa Wyckoff arrived late last year. She has slotted into the 
team and the project very well and brings a lot of skills and 
talents with her that will prove invaluable to us now and in 
the future. Definitely an answer to prayer. The OTHER 
arrivals who have arrived much more recently are Daniel and 
Arnelle Helbling. After a long period of waiting, they arrived 
three weeks ago. Arnelle’s health was not good before 
coming over and she is still struggling to get up to speed from 
a health perspective – a big point for prayer. Daniel is fitting 
in nicely and it’s great to have another man about. I’m 
excited about their experience and wisdom being added to 
the team!  



Not a bad gig if you can get it 
 

AAAAAAAALLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOHHHHHHHHAAAAAAAA        CCCCCCCCOOOOOOOOUUUUUUUUNNNNNNNNTTTTTTTTRRRRRRRRYYYYYYYY        
Somehow, I managed 
to be convinced to 
travel across oceans and 
times zones to speak. 
The journey was long 
and arduous. Speaking 
was a demanding 
process with a very 
informed, scrutinizing 
constituency. I was 
amongst total strangers 
in a very different 
culture to my own.  But 
the truth was that I kind 
of fell in love with the 
place. Any place where 
mountains meet the 
ocean seem to have a 
particular appeal to me. 
And Hawai’i was no different. I was called in to teach at the 
Perspectives classes being held in the islands. Certainly a 
beautiful place! But it felt a little surreal to be in such a 
paradise so far removed from the rest of the world. This 
actually worked out very well, because I was able to tie this 
visit in with a trip to Global Mapping International in 
Colorado Springs. These fine people are the ones who do the 
Operation World CD-ROM, the website and the maps for the 
book. We were charting out a course for the OW DVD for 
the next edition. There are lots of exciting possibilities, but it 
is vital to remember that first we must finish the book before 
we can really plunge ourselves into all the fun extra features 
that a DVD could hold.  

PPPPPPPPRRRRRRRROOOOOOOOGGGGGGGGRRRRRRRREEEEEEEESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS        
With all the team transition, it has been very difficult, nay, 
impossible to maintain a positive rate of writing new country 
profiles for the new edition. But we are about halfway 
through the first drafts – I am certain that with a long-term 
team forming things will pick up. The process has been 
improved and streamlined; all we need is a stable and 
experienced team to keep everything ticking over. We have 
also begun the process of formatting the material into a 
format that prepares it to become a web page, a DVD folder, 
or part of a book. Also part of the long editorial journey is 
checking what we have written thus far with our hundreds 
(over a thousand, actually) of contacts around the world. 
This aspect of the work is being handled by Fiona. Which 
leads me to my next point…  

IIIIIIIINNNNNNNN        TTTTTTTTHHHHHHHHEEEEEEEE        NNNNNNNNAAAAAAAAMMMMMMMMEEEEEEEE        OOOOOOOOFFFFFFFF        LLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOVVVVVVVVEEEEEEEE        
Our longest serving team member, Fiona, has appeared to 
have found love. In the form of a fellow Scot! Richard is a 
great guy and I am very happy for them. So another wedding 
looms for the summer, and another OW team member gets 
hitched. I have actually observed a fascinating pattern – every 
single female who joins the OW team for more than 1 year 
ends up getting married. It happened with Laura, who went 
from Bedford to Worku. It happened with Jen, who went 
from Yuh to Lo. Now Fiona will go from Stephens to Fraser. 
So, all you single ladies looking for love, it would appear that 
we have something special goin’ on here! But apparently this 
particular power only works for the ladies! Otherwise, my 
“problem” would have been solved a long time ago already! 

OOOOOOOONNNNNNNN        TTTTTTTTHHHHHHHHEEEEEEEE        HHHHHHHHOOOOOOOORRRRRRRRIIIIIIIIZZZZZZZZOOOOOOOONNNNNNNN        
Despite having the local 
presence of 3 long term 
team members (plus 
me), there are still 
many roles to be filled 
and much work to be 
done. Fortunately, 
there are some others 
in the pipeline. They 
hail from places such as 
Korea, Germany, Hong 
Kong, India and even 
the UK! They are 
mostly short-term, but 
each of them will fill a 
valuable niche in the 
overall project. Limited 
space in terms of office 
and accomodation will 

become an issue soon, though.  This is another point for 
prayer for the medium and long term future – we have no 
more space to grow if God should so lead! 

SSSSSSSSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE        YYYYYYYYOOOOOOOOUUUUUUUU        OOOOOOOONNNNNNNN        TTTTTTTTHHHHHHHHEEEEEEEE        OOOOOOOOTTTTTTTTHHHHHHHHEEEEEEEERRRRRRRR        SSSSSSSSIIIIIIIIDDDDDDDDEEEEEEEE        
I didn’t have a chance to say an actual goodbye, but we 
recently heard of the passing away of Lee Nicholson after a 
long struggle with a brain tumour. Lee served on the team 
that produced the 2001 Operation World and would likely 
have been part of the current team if health had permitted. 
She was a brilliant copy editor, proofer and an all around 
lovely person to work with. But now she has received her 
“Well done good and faithful servant” and we will meet her 
again one day. 

BBBBBBBBAAAAAAAACCCCCCCCKKKKKKKK        TTTTTTTTOOOOOOOO        TTTTTTTTHHHHHHHHEEEEEEEE        SSSSSSSSTTTTTTTTOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNEEEEEEEESSSSSSSS        
Hearkening back to the wondrous rock formations I saw in 
the Garden of the Gods, I have to refer back to pressure and 
time again. The past few months have been a real trial; 
possibly the most trying time since I joined OW in many 
ways – spiritually, relationally, financially, physically. The 
long wait to finally see the arrival of Lisa and the Helblings 
has ended but the time lost can’t be regained. The pressure to 
get the book done is fortunately tempered somewhat by 
some other factors (not least our publisher’s cooperation and 
flexibility). But on occasion I have felt like just packing it in as 
the combination of answering e-mails, research, writing, 
speaking, recruiting, project management and just being a 
team leader (however limited ☺) can weigh in quite heavily. 
Not to mention all the other issues of real life such as we all 
have to deal with. So I am very grateful for the continued 
prayers and encouragement I get from so many of you. I am 
grateful for the continued commitment of non-local team 
input from Fiona and Jen, and for our new arrivals. But I am 
grateful to God most of all. For showing me that I cannot do 
it in my own strength. For stretching me. For allowing me to 
work with and meet so many amazing believers from around 
the world. But especially for the privilege of being able to do 
what I do. It might be very difficult and trying at times,  but I 
feel that it is what I was made to do. 

 
In Christ and for the Harvest, 

Jason Mandryk 
e-mail : jason@operationworld.org 

http://operationworld.info 


